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The Mid-Autumn Festival is a 
harvest festival celebrated on the 
15th day of the eighth month of the 
Chinese lunar calendar. This year, 
the festival falls on September 13 
and Chinese communities across 
the world, including in Malaysia, 
Singapore and South Korea, mark 
the occasion with reunion dinners 
and the lighting of lanterns.
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While flying with 

AirAsia, listen 

out for Mabel’s 

seductive new 

single Mad Love. 

The tune about 

self-confident 

women is the 

anthem of the 

English diva’s 

debut album High 

Expectations.

Music in 
the Sky

The prestigious BrandLaureate World 
Halal BestBrands Awards 2019 takes 
place at the luxurious The Majestic 
Hotel Kuala Lumpur on September 25. 
Organised by Malaysia-based The World 
Brands Foundation (TWBF), the awards 
honours local halal brands for outstanding 
entrepreneurship and brand integrity. 
Last year’s distinguished brand awardees 
include Cornery, Bestmas and Lesong. 
thebrandlaureate.com

Honouring Trailblazers

The historical Malaysian city of 
Melaka hosts the third edition of 
the SeaShorts Film Festival from 
September 25 to 29 at Panggung 
Bangsawan Melaka. The five-day 
event features film screenings, an 
experimental animation workshop 
and film awards; this year, a total of 
26 entries contend for the SeaShorts 
Award and Next New Wave Award. 
nextnewwave.com.my

Short Show

Guest Obsessed 

AirAsia Virtual Allstar − better 
known as AVA − is AirAsia’s 
virtual assistant designed 
to create a seamless flight 
booking experience for guests. 
AI-powered AVA responds to 
guest queries on various travel 
arrangements such as baggage 
add-ons, seat selections and 
meal purchases. Guests simply 
type in a question for AVA 
and follow the prompts to 
confirm their travel details. 
The intelligent chat bot also 
helps with alternative travel 
options in the event guests are 

impacted by unexpected flight 
rescheduling and cancellations, 
and can even update your 
booking details! AVA is available 
24/7 and communicates in 11 
different languages including 
English, Bahasa Malaysia, 
Bahasa Indonesia, Thai, 
Vietnamese, Korean, and both 
simplified and traditional 
Chinese. For a first-hand 
experience of the guest-
obsessed AVA, download 
AirAsia’s mobile app. Visit 
airasia.com or connect to 
AirAsia FB Messenger.

Mid-Autumn Festival is also known as Mooncake Festival for its 
staple fare − mooncakes, traditionally featuring lotus or red bean 
paste with fillings like salted egg yolk. Creative versions with 
ingredients like Irish whiskey cream and avocado appear every year.
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